Thrombus aspiration as a bailout procedure during percutaneous renal angioplasty.
To present a case in which thrombus aspiration, urokinase, and abciximab were used to recanalize a sudden acute thrombotic occlusion of the right renal artery during percutaneous renal angioplasty. A 72-year-old man with severe arterial hypertension, impaired renal function, and peripheral artery disease was referred for interventional renal revascularization of a proximal stenosis of the right renal artery. Predilation was unsuccessful, and stent placement was followed by immediate occlusion of the distal renal artery, probably due to dislocation of a mural thrombus. Since intra-arterial administration of urokinase (300,000 IU) was ineffective, thrombus aspiration was performed using the 7-F guiding catheter. After successful removal of the thrombus, abciximab was given intravenously. Control angiograms showed recanalization of the stented segment and patency of the distal renal arteries, an outcome confirmed 8 months later by duplex ultrasound. As demonstrated in our case, thromboembolic complications can be rapidly and successfully treated on the table by combined measures, such as catheter thrombus extraction and pharmacological strategies.